§ 1351.10 What is the purpose of Runaway and Homeless Youth Program grants?

(a) The purpose of Runaway and Homeless Youth Program grants is to establish or strengthen
community-based projects to provide runaway prevention, outreach, shelter, and transition
services to runaway, homeless, or street youth or youth at risk of running away or becoming
homeless.

(b) Youth who have become homeless or who leave and remain away from home without parental
permission are disproportionately subject to serious health, behavioral, and emotional problems.
They lack sufficient resources to obtain care and may live on the street for extended periods,
unable to achieve stable, safe living arrangements that at times put them in danger. Many are
urgently in need of shelter, which, depending on the type of Runaway and Homeless Youth
project, can include host family homes, drop-in centers, congregate care, or supervised
apartments, and services, including services that are linguistically appropriate, responsive to their
complex social identities (i.e., race, ethnicity, nationality, religion/spirituality, gender identity/
expression, sexual orientation, socioeconomic status, physical ability, language, beliefs, values,
behavior patterns, or customs), and acknowledge the environment they come from. Runaway and
Homeless Youth grant services should have a positive youth development approach that ensures a
young person has a sense of safety and structure; belonging and membership; self-worth and
social contribution; independence and control over one's life; skills to develop plans for the future
and set goals; and closeness in interpersonal relationships. To make a successful transition to
adulthood, runaway youth, homeless youth, and street youth also need opportunities to complete
high school or earn a general equivalency degree, learn job skills, and obtain employment. HHS
operates three programs to carry out these purposes through direct local services: The Basic
Center Program; the Transitional Living Program (including Maternity Group Homes); and the
Street Outreach Program. HHS operates three additional activities to support achievement of
these purposes: Research, evaluation, and service projects; a national communications system to
assist runaway and homeless youth in communicating with service providers; and technical
assistance and training.
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